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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


5 April 1961 


INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 


Refer to 1-13,525/61 
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Dear ^t^petow: 




•'V 


Enclosed is the information you requested on the South 


/ 


Army* In addition, I am sending along an updated 




copy of the latest Order of Battik Summary. 


Sincerely yours. 


/UUL 


WillTamP. Bundy 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 


Encl-2 

a/s 


Mr* Walt W. Rostov 
Deputy Spec ial Assii 
to the President 
The White House 
Washington 25, D.C. 
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TROOP DISPOSITIONS AND MISSIONS IN SOUTH V IET NAM (U) 
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1* Defense of the northern border and demilitarized zone# 

Troops in the 2d Military Region* comprising two infantry 
divisions reinforced by one armored reconnaissance regiment* one 
separate infantry battalion, and three artillery battalions, have the 
primary mission to defend the country from direct assault across the 
17th Parallel boundary# Approximately 22,000 combat troops are 
assigned^ to this mission# These forces have, as their secondary mis- 
sion, the responsibility for internal security in the Military Region, 
and a 30-”Clay anti -guerrilla operatioiy currently is in progress# 

2# Maintenance of internal security# 

/ 

The remaining combat troops, comprising five infantry divi- 
sions, one airborne brigade group, one separate infantry regiment, 
five separate infantry oattalions, three armored reconnaissance regi- 
ments, five artillery battalions, three Marine battalions, and 9,000 
rangers (organized into 6I1 companies), have the primary mission of 
maintaining internal security in South Vietnam# More than 80 percent ' 
of the Army f s combat strength has been diverted to counter-guerrilla 
operations against the 10,000 Communist terrorists during the last 
year# Current dispositions of the South Vietnamese Ariry do not pro- 
vide for ary reserve forces# 

3# Intended allocation of the proposed 20,000-man increase# 

Of the 20,000-man increase, 15,000 will be organized into 3 
additional infantry regiments, a marine battalion, ranger companies, 
intelligence units, and civil affairs companies with certain additions 
being allocated to the Navy and Air Force# The augmentation will per- 
mit RVNAF to maintain the present minimum level of troops on opera- 
tions} to train the. Civil Guard} to improve its intelligence capability} 
to rotate troops into and out of operation assignments, so as to rest, 
re-equip, and retrain them at necessary intervals} and to maintain a 
more meaningful strategic ready force required by the threat of ex- 
ternal aggression# The remaining 5,000 men will be used to rectify the 
existing imbalance between combat units and logistic support units by 
increasing the latter# 
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